THE  BATTLE OF MANILA BAY

strategic advantage of Subig over Manila, which we
had hoped he would fail to do. When we sighted
land near Cape Bolinao early on the morning of
May 30, the Boston and Concord were signalled to
proceed at full speed to reconnoitre Subig Bay,

Later, some of our officers declared that they
heard the sound of heavy guns firing in the direction
which the Boston and Concord had taken. Though I
could not hear any firing myself, I sent the Baltimore
to support the two scouts if necessary, and to await
the rest of the squadron at the entrance to the bay.

As the clay broke the coast of Luzon, which had
been indefinitely seen on the horizon, appeared clearly
in outline. We kept at a distance of three or four
miles as we cruised slowly, keeping our speed to that
of our slowest vessel, the collier Nanshan. In the
hope of obtaining news we overhauled some of the
fishing-boats in our path, but they knew nothing
of the movements of the Spanish squadron. At 3.30
in the afternoon the three ships which had been
sent ahead as scouts were sighted at the entrance to
the bay. I waited very anxiously for their signal.
When it came, saying that no enemy had been found,
I was deeply relieved. I remember that I said to
Lamberton, "Now we have them."

The distance from Subig Bay to Corregidor was
only thirty miles. As we had decided to run past
the batteries at the entrance to Manila Bay un-
der cover of darkness, we slowed down and finally theltr ^juc-
